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Pre-Trib Apologetics ??
Do not be deceived!

2 Thes 2:3 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not

come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the

man doomed to destruction.

Part I

Here is a question for all that read this.

When do you know that you are deceived?  Simple answer! “You don’t” or it would not

be deception. Therefore let us diligently study the Word of Truth. (John 17:17)

Yesu, my friend and brother in Christ sent me this link to this video of John Hagee,

asking my thought on this teaching.

 https://www.facebook.com/reel/943739490380571?mibextid=9drbnH&s=yWDuG2&fs=e

This is my response to Yesu, as requested and whomever God provides this to in the

days ahead as we wait for Jesus’ return and then gathers us, the saints.  Bless the

Lord, Jesus, Yeshua our God and Savior who is coming soon.

I hope to keep this short, but no promises.  But let me make a very important

statement or question to the reader.

Do you believe Jesus, the Son of Man, will return to the Earth?

I personally have never met a person claiming to be a Christian that says, “No”. So

understand this, ‘the timing’ of His coming is kind of a sub-topic to the main topic,

the Coming of the Lord, the Son of Man.  So take care that we do not let this timing

issue be or cause division amongst us.  The Word is Truth, so let us diligently seek the

truth as written in the Holy Scripture, our Holy Bible, the Word of God.

First let us clarify the term Pre-Trib.  It comes from pre-tribulation.   The term

identifies a person’s belief as to when the Lord Jesus will return related to the time

called the Tribulation period.  They are pre-trib (before), mid-trib (middle) and post-

trib (at the end) of the tribulation period.   

 

I will start with these very simple to understand verses and passages.
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Pre-Trib Apologetics ?? Part I  - contd

Here is the list of a few of the verses/passages: Mark 13:26; Acts 1:9-11; Matthew

24:30-31; Luke 21:27-28; 1 Thess 4:16-17; 2 Thess 2:1-3 & Rev 1:7-8

Why these, when there are many others to study and find yourself approved to God

rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15 & John 17:17)?  These verses are to the

point and easy to understand, simply Jesus comes THEN He gathers!

One verse I find is really a good lead into His Return and Gathering (Rapture as many

say today) of the Saints, is in Jesus’ own words.

Mark 13:26-27 (NIV) [Billy added]
26 "At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great

power and glory. 27 And [then] he will send his angels and gather his

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the

heavens. 

 

Say what? — Men will see Him Coming in the clouds! NOT in secret, but for the world -

men - to see... and in power and glory, THEN He gathers his elect (the saints).   The

Gathering, (rapture) has not yet occurred until men see him in the clouds.  Simple

truth as written.  Believe it.  Understand, Jesus is speaking to four of the 12

Disciples who asked Him directly, 

Mark 13:4-5 (NIV) 
4 "Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that

they are all about to be fulfilled?" 
5 

Jesus said to them: "Watch out

that no one deceives you...” 

Jesus does not answer them immediately, but first warns them, do not be deceived.

Their question is so important and Jesus knows what it is going to be like.  Read

through verse 24.  There will be distress during this time of His coming and He warns

us that we must be on the guard not to be deceived about His coming and gathering

the saints that are alive on earth AND in the heavens (those that have died, fallen

asleep).

Acts 1:9-11 (NIV) 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their

very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  10 They were looking

intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed

in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you

stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken
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Pre-Trib Apologetics ?? Part I  - contd

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen

him go into heaven.”

Here in Acts it clearly confirms what Jesus said in verse 26 above in Mark 13. This

is now two witnesses (verses) that says His coming will be seen by all men.  It will not

be a secret when the Son of Man returns, as verse 26 and the following verses will

support, He comes then gathers the saints!  

The next verse from our short, short list is,— Again Jesus speaking..

Matthew 24:30-31 (NIV) [Billy added]
30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all

the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man

coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31 And

[then] he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and [then] they

will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens

to the other. 

We might as well add Luke’s version of this so to include all three of the synoptic

gospels.

Luke 21:8 (NIV) 
8 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come

in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow

them.

Luke 21:27-28 (NIV) [Billy added]
27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with

power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand

up and lift up your heads, because [then] your redemption is drawing

near." 

Here in Luke, I think the ‘redemption’ is synonymous with ‘being gathered’.

Now we have three witnesses (3 different passages saying the same)

1- Jesus’s return will be seen by men.

2- As He returns THEN He sends the angel to GATHER THE ELECT (Saints)

3- Jesus warns NOT to be deceived about His (second) coming and the gathering.

The order is clear, In His coming and THEN He gathers.  How many times must this

be said to believe?
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Pre-Trib Apologetics ?? Part I  - contd

Then there is: 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 (NIV) [Billy added]
1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and [then] our being

gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled

or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come

from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.   3 Don't let

anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed

to destruction.

As many teach (as seen in the short video referred to above), that the saints will be

gathered first, and then 7 years later the Son of Man comes with them all.   That

teaching does not agree with the Word of Truth as found in the few scriptures we

have already read.

Now let us look at the next verse in our list.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NIV) [Billy added]
15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still

alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not

precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come

down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel

and with the trumpet call of God, and [then] the dead in Christ will

rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught

up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so

we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with

these words.

AGAIN, Jesus comes THEN He gathers the saints (the elect), in this order, first, the

dead in Christ and then all that are still alive. 

God is very precise and here the Holy Spirit, in the writing of these scriptures

prophesies The Coming and then our being gathered.  It does NOT say the gathering

and then His coming!  This agrees with the other scriptures already discussed.  NOW

we have six witnesses from the infallible word of God, which all scripture is God-

breathed (2 Tim 3:16).  The second coming occurs with Jesus being seen in the clouds

THEN the gathering of the Saints (the Rapture)!  Here six times the Word of Truth,

God says precisely and clearly ---- He comes THEN gathers. Scripture never says He

gathers, then comes.
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Pre-Trib Apologetics ?? Part I  - contd

Next we can see the ‘Resurrection of the dead’, the gathering (the Rapture)

expressed in this passage...

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (NIV)
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of

those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the

resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam

all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn:

Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

So we see another verse supporting when Jesus comes THEN the gathering-- the

resurrection of the dead AND those still alive (the rapture)- of all those belonging

to Him.  Hallelujah!  Praise God!  This is for those who believe in Jesus, the Son of

God and that believe He was raised from the dead.

Romans 10:9 (NIV) 
9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

 

Bless the reading and study of God’s Word.

Revelation 1:7-8 (NIV)
7 Look, he is coming with the clouds,  and every eye will see him,  even

those who pierced him;  and all the peoples of the earth will mourn

because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega,"

says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the

Almighty."

The conclusion of the purpose of this study was to establish with the infallible Word

of God, the Holy Scripture, that the Son of Man, Jesus Christ will return and will be

seen by men (people) on earth and then the rapture, the gathering of the Saints, will

occur.  Amen, so be it, as God has declared.

Are you ready?  Do not be deceived!  Watch and be ready! 
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